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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

rEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

-GOOD -RUINS 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED L R I a N A L s t T E  

&ALTERED -MOVED OAT- 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hewick occupies a  broad p l a i n  northwest of Urbanna i n  Middlesex County, with a  
t r e e l i n e d  l ane  leading f r o n  t h e  publ ic  road t o  t h e  mid-18th-century dwelling house. The 
l a t t e r  is an  L-shaped s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  f ive-bay f r o n t  s e c t i o n  and an  o r i g i n a l  
two-bay e l l  i n s e t  a  few inches from t h e  west end o f  t h e  main block.  Both s e c t i o n s  a r e  
b u i l t  of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers.  The e l l  (and probably the  main 
block as  we l l )  was o r i g i n a l l y  a story-and-a-half i n  he igh t ,  w i th  c l ipped gab les .  I n  the  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  century ,  both s e c t i o n s  were a l t e r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of gambrel r o o f s .  The e l l  
r e t a i n s  t h a t  roo f ,  an  a d d i t i o n  which is poss ib ly  commemorated by t h e  g r a f f i t o  "IRS [I 
R(obinson) S ( t e p t o e u  1819'' s c ra t ched  i n t o  the  b r i c k  bes ide  one o f  i ts  doorways. I n  t h e  
mid-19th century ,  poss ib ly  in  1849 f o r  another  set of i n i t i a l s  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  reads 
"J c a r i s t i a d  1849", t h e  main s e c t i o n  was r a i s e d  t o  two f u l l  s t o r i e s  wi th  a  shal low 
gable roof and smal l  i n t e r i o r  chimney s t a c k s .  The o r i g i n a l  T-shaped chimney su rv ives  
on the e l l .  

A l l  of t he  windows, which have 19th-century stuccoed jack a rches ,  a r e  glazed wi th  
9/9 s a s h  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 6/9 s a s h  on the  second, except  on the  gable ends of t h e  
main block where 6/6 and 6/4 sash ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a r e  employed. The lower s lope  of the  e l l  
gambrel is  covered wi th  s h i n g l e s ,  while  t h e  upper s l o p e  and t h e  main block have standing- 
seam shee t  metal  coverings;  both s e c t i o n s  have box co rn ices .  

The plan of Hewick c o n s i s t s  of two rooms f l ank ing  a  c e n t r a l  passage i n  t h e  main 
block,  wi th  a  s i n g l e  room s e t  o f f  from the  main block by a passage i n  the  e l l .  The 
i n t e r i o r  of the  main block was cons iderably  a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  19th-century renovations.  
The f i r s t - f l o o r  c e i l i n g  was apparen t ly  r a i s e d ,  and the  present  open-well s t a i r  was erec ted  
t o  r ep lace  a  smal ler  winder s t a i r .  I n  t h e  process,  a  c e n t r a l  doorway between t h e  passage 
and the  l e f t  (west) room was r e loca ted .  

The e a s t  pa r lo r  i s  decorated with an odd Federa l - s ty l e  mantel c o n s i s t i n g  of reeded 
p i l a s t e r s  without  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks suppor t ing  a  l i g h t  (poss ib ly  l a t e r )  s h e l f .  A 
s e r i e s  of recessed panels  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  f l anks  a  smal l  c e n t r a l  panel wi th  diagonal  reeding. 
The open-str ing s t a i r  has p l a i n  sawn b racke t s ,  a molded r a i l ,  square newel, two rec tangular  
b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r ead ,  and l a t e r  matchboarding i n  the  spandre l .  I n  t h e  d in tng  (west) room 
is a  mantel  combining Federa l  and Greek Revival  elements ,  wi th  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  support ing 
a  hor i zon ta l ,  symmetrically molded f r i e z e  and a  t h i n ,  deeply p r o j e c t i n g  s h e l f .  The e l l  
passage has an e a r l y  19th-century pedes ta l  c h a i r  r a i l  a s  w e l l  a s  an  o r i g i n a l  enclosed 
winder s t a i r  wi th  a  beaded newel. 

I n  the  k i t chen  (north roon) i s a n  o r i g i n a l  f i r e p l a c e  surround,  a  p l a s t e red  a rch i t r ave  
wi th  c r o s s e t t e s ,  apparent ly  made of sandstone. Adjacent t o  t h e  chimney b r e a s t  is a 
handsome mid-19th-century c l o s e t  with Greek Revival d e t a i l s .  Other e a r l y  trim throughout 
the  house includes s e v e r a l  ra ised-panel  doors, a r c h i t r a v e  frames, and a  raised-panel  
r evea l  i n  the  doorway between t h e  main block and t h e  e l l .  

Although Hewick is popular ly  be l ieved t o  have been b u i l t  i n  two s e c t i o n s ,  wi th  the  
e l l  da t ing  from the  l a t e  1 7 t h  cen tu ry ,  t h e  obvious bonding of t h e  e l l  t o  the main s e c t i o n  
demonstrates t h a t  t h e  pre-19th-century por t io r so f  the  house were a l l  b u i l t  a t  once. 
Furthermore, t he  cha rac te r  and d e t a i l i n g  of the  Flemish-bond brickwork, the  central-passage 
plan,  and the  use  of c l ipped  gables  a l l  argue f o r  a  d a t e  i n  the  middle of the  18th  century ,  
an a t t r i b u t i o n  supported by t h e  su rv iv ing  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet $/I) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Hewick was b u i l t  i n  the  mid-18th century  by the  renowned Robinson family,  which was 
prominent i n  the  a f f a i r s  of l a t e  17th-  and 18th-century Vi rg in i a .  Dist inguished f o r  i t s  
handsome Flemish-bond brickwork, t h e  house f u r t h e r  i l l umina te s  t h e  changing concepts  of  
housing needs and fash ions  among well- to-do p l a n t e r s  in  18th-  and 19th-century Tidewater 
V i rg in i a .  

Hewick w a s  probably b u i l t  by Chr is topher  Robinson I11 (1705-1768), who w a s  the  
grandson of Chris topher  Robinson I (1645-1693), a c l e r k  of Middlesex County, Burgess, 
Counci l lor  (1691) and S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  the  Colony (1693). The house w a s  b u i l t  on 
land which had been owned and occupied by t h e  Robinson family s i n c e  the  last q u a r t e r  
of t h e  17 th  century.  The b u i l d e r ' s  f a t h e r  was Chr is topher  Robinson 11 (1681-1727), a 
Burgess and Naval O f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  Rappahannock D i s t r i c t .  This man i n h e r i t e d  Hewick, the 
Robinsons' a n c e s t r a l  home i n  Yorkshire ,  from h i s  uncle John Robinson, Bishop of London, 
i n  1723. The t h i r d  Chr i s tophe r  Robinson b u i l t  and appa ren t ly  named h i s  new house i n  
Middlesex County f o r  i t .  (The f i r s t  recorded use of t h e  name was i n  1810). 

The Virg in ia  Hewick was, f o r  i t s  time, a very  l a r g e  and fash ionable  house. I t s  
f i n e  brickwork, c l ipped  g a b l e s ,  and cent ra l -passage  p lan  were a l l  up-to-date  f e a t u r e s  of 
prosperous p l a n t e r s '  houses i n  mid-18th-century Vi rg in i a .  The b u i l d e r ' s  daughter ,  
E l izabeth  Robinson Steptoe  (d.1832), who inhe r i t ed  the  proper ty  from h e r  b r o t h e r ,  
Chr is topher  I V  (1738-1584), found i t  convenient  i n  the  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  t o  en large  the 
house s l i g h t l y .  This was done by r ep lac ing  t h e  gable  roof w i t h  a more capacious and, a t  
t h e  time, f a sh ionab le ,  g a i i r e l  r o o f ,  a n  a l t e r a t i o n  which was accompanied by ex tens ive  
r edecora t ion  of  t h e  dwel l ing .  

E l i zabe th  S tep toe ' s  son-in-law, Richard A .  C h r i s t i a n ,  i n h e r i t e d  the  proper ty  i n  1832. 
I t  was he ,  judging from the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence,  who added a second s t o r y  t o  t h e  f r o n t  
s e c t i o n ,  c r e a t i n g  a two-story, s i n g l e - p i l e  I-house,  a comon mid-19th-century vernacular  
house type i n  e a s t e r n  Vi rg in i a .  Hewick was f i n a l l y  s o l d  out  o f  t h e  family a f t e r  t h e  
dea th  of  El izabeth  S tep toe  C h r i s t i a n  i n  1875, but  i n  1926 P. W. Duer, a r e l a t i v e  of the  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  repurchased the  proper ty .  It i s  s t i l l  i n  Duer hands. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The ac reage  compris ing Hewick is  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a p o i n t  900' W o f  S t a t e  
Route 615 and 1700' N of S t a t e  Route 602; thence ex tending  800' SE t o  S t a t e  Route 615; 
thence ex tending  approximately 1600' S a long  W s i d e  of s a i d  r o u t e ;  thence ex tend ing  900' 
NW on the  N s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 602; thence ex tending  1500' NE to  p o i n t  of o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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6.  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1959 Federal  
Library  o f  Congress 
Washington, D.  C. 

(3 )  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1977 S t a t e  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

To the  n o r t h e a s t  of the  house is  a  family cemetery da t ing  t o  the  l a t e  1 9 t h  
and 20th c e n t u r i e s  b u t  a l s o  conta in ing  the  unembellished s l a b  marker of Clara 
Walker (d. 1715). 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds inc lude  t h e  land immediately surrounding t h e  house, on 
which i t s  ou tbu i ld ings  once s tood and where the  cemetery l i e s ,  a long with t h e  
t r e e l i n e d  l ane  and a  por t ion  of the  open f i e l d s  which surround i t  and c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  i t s  dramatic  e f f e c t .  



Hewick, Hddlesex County, Va. 
Floor Plan - Scale : ln= 10' 
Credit: Virginia His tor ic  
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1978 
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